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SUB J : NORWEGIAN CONFERENCE ON ARCTIC CONSERVATION 
REF: STATE 29069 

BEGIN SUMMARY. MOSCOW WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE 
PROPOSED OSLO MEETING OF ARCTIC EXPERTS, AND THE 
NORWEGIANS ARE NOW CONSIDERING A NEW APPROACH TO 
STIMULATE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN ARCTIC 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE SOVIET UNION HAS TURNED DOWN THE NORWEGIAN 
INVITATION TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO A MEETING OF 
EXPERTS INOSLO TO DISCUSS ARCTIC ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS. 
AMBASSADOR VENNEMOE, ARCTIC AFFAIRS EXPERT IN THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY. TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT 
WILL NOW CONSIDER HOW TO PROCEED AND WILL BE GETTING IN 
TOUCH WITH THE OTHER INTERESTED GOVERNMENTS ( WASHINGTON, 
COPENHAGEN. OTTAWA) SHORTLY. 
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2. VENNEMOE SAID THE NORWEGIANS WISH TO AVOID POINTING 
AN ACCUSING FINGER AT THE SOVIETS FOR BLOCKING THE PRO- 
POSED MEETING. IN HIS PRIVATE VIEW, THE NORWEGIAN GOVERN- 
MENT MANAGED THE INVITATIONS POORLY BY ANNOUNCING ITS PLANS 
AT THE 1972 STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE ON THE ENVIRONMENT. IN VIEW 
OF THE KNOWN SOVIET WARINESS OF INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS IN 
ARCTIC REGIONS, PLUS THEIR ABSENCE FROM THE STOCKHOLM CON- 
FERENCE, VENNEMOE THINKS HIS GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE APPROACHED 
THE SOVIETS QUIETLY TO SOLICIT THEIR PARTICIPATION. 

3. THERE HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS OF STRONG INTEREST IN INTER 
NATIONAL ARCTIC COOPERATION ON THE PART OF SOVIET SCIENTISTS, 
VENNEMOE SAID. NORWAY REMAINS INTERESTED IN BRINGING ABOUT 
A PROGRAM OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THIS FIELD. HE 
HOPES A NEW - BUT AS YET UNDETERMINED - APPROACH WILL BE 
MADE, ONE WHICH WILL TAKE ACCOUNT OF SOVIET SENSITIVITIES 
AND MAY THEREFORE HAVE A BETTER CHANCE OF BEING ACCEPTED. 
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